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Waterville’s Zion Lutheran Endowment Fund Awards $123,500 to Nonprofits in 2020 
 
The Mission Endowment Fund of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Waterville is celebrating its 16th 
annual series of grants by awarding a total of $123,500 to 20 nonprofit organizations. 
  
Grants supporting local and regional programs include $10,000 to Family House in Toledo which serves 
homeless families, $5,500 to The Nest Bowling Green to provide meals for children and families, and 
$4,000 to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes for leadership camps.  Medical Debt Resolution will use 
$8,000 to acquire and forgive a substantial amount of unpaid medical debt owed by area residents.  The 
SOAP Project was granted $5,500 for a Toledo retreat for survivors of human trafficking and the Mental 
Health Faith Council of NAMI Toledo will receive $2,100 for its 10th annual conference. 
 
Grants to purchase equipment and supplies include $7,700 to Sunshine Communities in Maumee for 
specialty infant cribs, $7,500 to Compassion Health Toledo in South Toledo for lab supplies, $6,500 to 
Heartbeat of Toledo for ultrasound services, $5,200 to the Lutheran Social Services Toledo food pantry 
for a commercial freezer, and $4,000 to Filling Memorial Home of Mercy in Napoleon for a standing 
therapy bed. 
 
Grants to local and regional churches include $10,000 to Salem Lutheran Church in Toledo to support 
Tuesday community meals and $3,000 to Lakeside United Methodist Church for faith-sharing dinners at 
the Bistro 163 pay-it-forward restaurant in Port Clinton.  The Northwestern Ohio Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America was awarded $4,500 toward costs of discipleship training at 
churches throughout the Synod. 
 
Internationally, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will use $9,000 as matching funds during its 
“Good Gifts” campaign on Giving Tuesday.  A grant of $6,000 will restore two wells in the African 
country of Togo to provide safe drinking water.  Assemblies of God World Missions received $3,000 to 
support missionaries in Southeast Asia.  Special equipment for pediatric cardiac surgery in Leon, 
Nicaragua, will be purchased by Project Health for Leon with a $2,500 award. 
 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus was granted $9,500 for events to assist prospective students 
discern their call to ministry and $10,000 toward costs of required off-campus study for seminary 
students. 
 
Zion’s Mission Endowment Fund has been awarding grants annually beginning in 2005 and has awarded 
$1,718,600 to date.  Applicants are sponsored by Zion’s members.  Recipients include a broad range of 
regional, national and global nonprofit organizations that share the Fund’s goal of “Bringing Mission to 
Life.” 


